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On 1st June, the @CRIDS conference entitled "Legal Obstacles and Opportunities for 
Digital Sustainability" was held at the Fondation Universitaire in Brussels. 

 

 
  

This one-day conference was the culmination of 
almost two years' collective research into digital 
technology and sustainable development. The 
conference proceedings have been published 
by Larcier. 
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The term 'sustainable development' is now well known. It is the expression of a political 
consensus around a conviction that was born in the context of the Thirty Glorious Years, 
namely that development cannot only be economic: it must leave no one behind (social 
dimension) and it must operate within planetary boundaries (environmental dimension). 

After putting digital law in its historical, political, and economic context (Amélie 
Lachapelle), the managerial (Annick Castiaux), philosophical (Laura Rizzerio) and 
technical (Lise Breteau) challenges of sustainable development were discussed. The day 
was then structured around three round tables, focusing primarily on the environmental 
pillar of sustainable development. The first round table dealt with the ‘IT for Green’ 
trend. Lucie Cluzel, Alejandra Michel, Manon Knockaert and Marie-Sophie de Clippele 
focused on digital data. David Bol, professor at the Ecole Polytechnique de Louvain, 
reacted to these presentations. The second and third round tables dealt with the 'Green 
IT' trend. Hervé Jacquemin, Pauline Willem, Pauline Limbrée, Lise-Anne Denis, Kathryn 
Barette, Sophie Everarts and Camille Bourguignon spoke about European law and 
economic law, especially consumer law. The latter were challenged by Olivier Vergeynst, 
executive director at the Institute for Sustainable IT. 

Finally, the day was ended by Professor Emeritus Xavier Thunis. 

However, the debate is far from over. 

The concept of 'transition', pick up by the European Union in particular, underlines the 
necessary transformation (social, legal, economic, etc.) of our society required to move 
towards a sustainable mode of development. 

This is why the CRIDS has created a new research area entitled 'IT & Sustainability'. The 
aim of this area is to highlight the current and future contributions of CRIDS/NaDI 
researchers in the area of transition and sustainable development, whether they relate 
to the environmental or social dimension. 

Let’s shape the sustainable future together! 
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