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Time to Reshape the Digital Society

On 18-19 November 2021, the CRIDS (Centre de recherche Information Droit et

Société, Research Center Information Law and Society) celebrated its 40th
anniversary by organizing an international conference in Namur. The event was
slightly delayed due to the Covid-19 health crisis. It gathered, in presence and
online, many speakers and participants from all over the world. The conference's

topic was obvious: "Time to Reshape the Digital Society".

Indeed, since 1979, when the Centre was founded, the technological environment has
significantly evolved. We learned that Digital Society is a truly "Two-Sided-Market".
On the one side, some digital technologies are great tools, for our day-to-day lives, for
businesses and for research purposes; but on the other side, these same technologies
may also be used to commit crimes or threaten democracy and our fundamental
rights. Therefore, in order to ensure the benefit of all and to be consistent with the
human values we cherish, regulation of the Digital Society must be constantly
rethought and this relying on the experience and knowledge gained over the past 40
years. The conclusion drawn at a CRIDS conference in 1983 is more than ever true:
"any new technology upsets the law. The latter has some difficulty in [apprehending and]
taming the new fact, in informing it in its categories and concepts. This is what has

happened with computers [and with] what is its very support and essence: information".
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Against this background, the conference elaborated an impressive number of
proposals for future-proof shaping and regulation of the Digital Society. In the context
of the editorial we can just identify two of them (a more complete set will be
presented in one of the forthcoming issues of the RDTI Journal): at the brink of digital
technologies and especially Al appearing to become ready to "take over", a self-
determined use of such technologies requires skills, literacies and empowerment of all
users of all ages. And, Digital Society needs consistent, coherent and sustainable
regulation. To achieve this aim, with more than 30 European acts (from the Electronic
Communications Code to the Data Governance Act) and an extremely high number of
corresponding regulatory authorities (from the Data Protection Authority” to the
"Digital Services Coordinator”), existing or in becoming, the keywords therefore can

only be "dialogue" and "cooperation".

Finally: We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a most excellent New
Year. With regard to the legislative agenda on the Digital Society, it will certainly be

fascinating.

Robert QUECK

Head of CRIDS Unit "Electronic Communications"

Hervé JACQUEMIN

Director of the CRIDS
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To celebrate its 40th anniversary, the CRIDS is offering a series
of exclusive videos and articles that look back on the major
moments of its history.

We prepared a series of video interviews of privileged witnesses carried out by young

researchers working today in the Center. You can find all the videos HERE and below.

Web-serie #1 (1979-1990)

Interview of Claire Monville by M. Lognoul

Web-serie #2 (1991-1995)

Interview of M.H. Boulanger by M. Knockaert

Web-serie #3 (1996-2000)
Interview of Axel Lefebvre by A. Michel

Web-serie #4 (2001-2005)

Interview of Pierre-Yves Potelle by A. Delforge

Web-serie #5 (2006-2010)

Interview of Dominique Kabré by C. Delforge

Web-serie #6 (2011-2015)

Interview of Séverine Dusollier by F. Jacques
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These videos are accompanied by written chronicles reviewing certain key moments

of each era. You can find all the written chronicles HERE and below.

Chronicle #1 (1979-1990)

by Yves Poullet

Chronicle #2 (1991-1995)

by Cécile de Terwangne

Chronicle #3 (1996-2000)

by Etienne Montero

Chronicle #4 (2001-2005)

by Robert Queck

Chronicle #5 (2006-2010)

by Claire Lobet-Maris

Chronicle #6 (2011-2021)

by Hervé Jacquemin
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Copyright and platforms: What role and what responsibility for
these actors?

This conference covered the following topics: Transposition of the article 17 of the
"DSM" Directive: Franco-German comparison. The transposition of the "DSM"
directive: what is Belgium doing in relation to platforms? Online copyright
infringements: injunctions and liability of intermediaries Copyright and sharing

platforms, a new balance to be found? More information.

Upcoming Events
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Protect your Data Privacy

The CRIDS of the University of Namur organizes a DataSafe training

course delivering a university certificate in personal data protection. The

DataSafe training combines academic excellence, the expertise of the
Data Protection Authority and the experience of field actors.

This training aims to inform Data Protection Officers (DPO) involved in the General

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

DataSafe is aimed at both private and public sector professionals and young graduates
who have to deal with the issues raised by the personal data protection in their
professional environment: lawyers, information managers, executives, IT and records

managers...

This program is sponsored by the French Community and recognized within the
framework of the “Paid Education Leave”. It is organized in 5 modules of one and a half
day from January to May 2022. The training courses are organized at the Faculty of

Law of the University of Namur.

For more information, visit www.data-safe.org or contact Sarah Fievet -

sarah.fievet@unamur.be - Registration before January 10, 2022.

New Members

Kathryn BARETTE


https://www.crids.eu/conferences/ongoing-events
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specialization in ICT Law from UNamur. Her favorite fields of research

are "e-government, data and privacy".

Lise-Anne DENIS

Lise-Anne joined the CRIDS in Sept 2021. She obtained a Master’s
degree in Law from UCLouvain and a Master of specialization in ICT
Law from UNamur. Her favorite subjects are eCommerce, Privacy law
and Media law. She is currently working on the "BESOCIAL" project on

Social Media Archiving.

Anne-Sophie LEMAIRE
Anne-Sophie joined the CRIDS in July 2021. She obtained a Master in

law and a Master of specialization in Notary law from the University of

Liege, she is now a member of the CRIDS working on the "digitalization
of procedural justice" and also doing an FNRS thesis project on "The
digital transformation of justice" She also works as a lawyer and a

notary.

Pauline WILLEM
Pauline joined the CRIDS in Sept 2021, after obtaining a Master of
specialization in ICT Law from UNamur. She is currently working on

two research projects: one focuses on Al and the other one is linked to

e-gouvernement. She is also interested in eCommerce and more

broadly, EU law.

Latest publications
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Articles:

A. DE STREEL, C. HOCEPIED, « The EU regulation of electronic communications
networks and services », Research handbook on EU media law and policy, Cheltenham,
Elgar, 2021, pp. 110-140

Y. POULLET, « LIA, un défi pour nos législations vie privé», Kunstiche Intelligenz und
Datenschutz, Basel, Schultless, 2021, pp. 1-43.

Y. POULLET, « About some international documents relating to the ethics of Artificial
Intelligence : some insights», Time to reshape the digital society : 40th anniversary of
the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp. 523-540.

N. BONTRIDDER, « Les armes létales autonomes et le droit international humanitaire

: le nécessaire controle humain sur l'usage de la force », Time to reshape the digital

society : 40th anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier,
2021, pp. 407-440.

A. CRUQUENAIRE, « Agile project management and contract law », Time to reshape
the digital society : 40th anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52,
Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp. 351-358.

S. EVERARTS DE VELP, « Big Data dans IlA et principe de minimisation : défis et
risques », Time to reshape the digital society : 40th anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection
du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp. 289-298.
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mirrors if the RTB winner takes it all?», Time to reshape the digital society : 40th
anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp. 209-
233.

J.N. COLIN, A. SACRE, B. HOSSELET, « ARRCIS : évaluation et renforcement de la

conformité réglementaire d'un systeme d'information», Time to reshape the digital

society : 40th anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier,
2021, pp. 159-176.

A. LACHAPELLE, K. DIMITRIOS, «The directive on whistleblowers to the test of the

digital society : between hope and desillusion », Time to reshape the digital society :
40th anniversary of the CRIDS, Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp.
79-95.

C. BOURGUIGNON, «Le fonctionnement du marché intérieur de l'union européenne

devrait-il étre repensé pour intégrer les impacts environnementaux des technologies

numeriques ?», Time to reshape the digital society : 40th anniversary of the CRIDS,
Collection du CRIDS, n° 52, Bruxelles, Larcier, 2021, pp. 441-472.

Y. POULLET, N. BONTRIDDER, « The role of artificial intelligence in disinformation»,
Data & Policy, 2021, n°3, 21 p. (Eree PDF here)

A. LACHAPELLE, « Le role du DPO dans la mise en oeuvre de la directive sur les
lanceurs d'alerte», DPO news., 2021, n°14, pp. 12-16.

C. HOCEPIED, J. SCOTT MARCUS, Study on regulatory incentives for deploying very
high capacity networks : Commission’s Access recommendations : final report,
Bruxelles, European Commission, 2021, 359 p. (FREE PDF HERE)

A. DE STREEL, M. LEDGER, « Regulating the moderation of illegal online content »,

Unravelling the digital services act package, Iris Special, Strasbourg, Observatoire

Européen de 1'Audiovisuel, 2021, pp. 20-39

E. DELHAISE, M. KNOCKAERT, A. LACHAPELLE, « Criminalité informatique », R.D.T.I.,
2021, n°82-83, pp. 198-226.

C. HOCEPIED, R. QUECK, « Communications électroniques », R.D.T.I., 2021, n°82-83,
pp. 152-197.

A. MICHEL, Q. VAN ENIS, « Médias, liberté d'expression et nouvelles technologies»,
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C. DE TERWANGNE, A. DELFORGE, S. EVERARTS DE VELP, C. HOCEPIED, M.
LOGNOUL, J. MONT, K. ROSIER, T. TOMBAL, « Droit au respect de la vie privée et a la
protection des données en lien avec les technologies de l'information », R.D.T.I., 2021,
n°82-83, pp. 59-107.

F. JACQUES, B. MICHAUYX, Z. ROSIC, « Droits intellectuels », R.D.T.I., 2021, n°82-83,
pp. 44-58.

C. BOURGUIGNON, P. LIMBREE, E. VANSTECHELMAN, « Contrats de I'informatique
et commerce électronique», R.D.T.L., 2021, n°82-83, pp. 9-43.

J.-M. VAN GYSEGHEM, J. HERVEG, « La protection des données a caractére

personnel en droit européen : chronique de jurisprudence (2020) », J.E.D.H., 2021, pp.
52-128.

H. JACQUEMIN, « Larchivage électronique comme nouveau service de confiance :

l'exemple belge», 2021, 14 p., https: //rapport-congresdesnotaires.fr/2021-rapport-du-
117e-congres/2021-co3-p2-t4-stl-c2/

A. DE STREEL, P. LAROUCHE, « The European Digital Markets Act : A Revolution

Grounded on Traditions», 2021, 19 P disponible sur

https: //academic.oup.com/jeclap/advance-
article /doi/10.1093 /jeclap/lpab066 /6357796 ?guestAccessKey=e67533fd-38d2-4e04-
bfe9-2c09ecf890df

A. DE STREEL, P. LAROUCHE, « Will the digital markets act kill innovation in Europe ?

», 2021, 6 p., disponible sur https://www.competitionpolicyinternational.com /will-

the-digital-markets-act-kill-innovation-in-europe/

Y. POULLET, N. BONTRIDDER, « A propos de quelques documents internationaux
relatifs a I'éthique de l'intelligence artificielle : pistes de réflexion», R.D.T.I., 2021, n°81,
pp. 5-14.

Y. POULLET, « L'Union européenne et la régulation de la désinformation », R.D.T.I,
2021, n°81, pp. 29-52.

E. DEGRAVE, J. MONT, « Lenregistrement des empreintes digitales sur la carte

d’identité est-il contraire au droit a la vie privée des citoyens ? : note d'observations
sous Cour constitutionnelle, 14 janvier 2021, Arrét n° 2/2021», R.D.T.I., 2021, n°81, pp.
53-92.
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lintelligence artificielle = Five years on: the GDPR and the challenges of profiling in the
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